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secured hy the heaviest taxes, levied with the utmost rigour. I hope those, to whose care the religion of the nation ia particularly consigned, will unanimously join with me in maintaining the necessity, not of taxing vice, but suppressing it, and unite for the rejecting of a Bill, by which the future, as well as present, happiness of thousands must be destroyed.
SECOND SPEECH ON THE GIN ACT.
FEBBTJABT 24, 1748. MY LORDS,
THOUGH the noble Lord* who has been pleased to excite us to an unanimous concurrence with himself and his associates in the Ministry, in passing the excellent and wonder-working Bill; this Bill which is to lessen the consumption of spirits, without lessening the quantity which is distilled; which is to restrain drunkards from drinking, by setting their favourite liquor always before their eyes; to conquer habits by continuing them; and correct vice by indulging it, according to the lowest reckoning, for at least another year; still, my Lords, such is my obstinacy, or such my ignorance, that I cannot yet comply with his proposal, nor can prevail with myself either to concur with measures so apparently opposite to the interest of the public, or to hear them vindicated, without declaring how little I approve it.
During the course of this long debate, I have endeavoured to recapitulate and digest the arguments which have been advanced, and have considered them
* The Duke of Newcastle.